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“NO medicine will do us good ; it is food we need. 
As you will not help me t o  marry my daughter, we 
are only eating just enough t o  keep us alive, as it will 
be an everlasting disgrace to  the whole of us not to 
give her to the man t o  whom we betrothed her when 
she was five years of age. His mother has sent to 
h o w  if the girl is ready, as she is of ful l  age.” She 
said also “You know how difcicult it is for me to feed 
her. When she is married I shall only have to 
divide the food between four, whesenow I have to 
niltlte five portions.” She begged so hard for just a 
little help, and said the clothes could be of the plainest 
and oheapest kind, only they must be of the high- 
caste shape. I said I would think the matter over, 
for the sad pinched faces were too much for me. That 
night I codd notos 
sleep. for those sad 
fac&. haunted me. 
I thought “ How 
often have ‘t given 
$25 for one coat 
and skirt, and 
thought nothing 
about it ; and yet; 
for less than that, 
a girl and her 
whole family could 
be made happy.” 
Nest morning I 
sontfor bhemother, 
and  a sked  h e r  
.what she needed 
or the girl. I 
had dear old Mal- 
bibi with me t o  
hear if the woman 
spoke the truth, 
and to arrange as 
t o  colour, length, 
c ~ c . ,  of the gar- 
ments. I must 
say I was more 
t h m  amused when 
the mother came 
to a piece of soap 
for the bath, and 
antinionyfor paint- 
ing under the eyes, 
henna for beauti- 
fying her nails,’ 
and pins for orna- 
mentindier crown. 
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for.” She got cross a t  that, and said, c c  Oh, no ! YOU 
will b e  pleased.” 1 heard no niore’for two weeks, and 
then one morning, t o  my surprise, she came in with a 
great bundle‘ on her head, and laid it at my feet and 
said : ‘L I have been quick, have I not, getting the 
wedding garments ready 1 When you hatre seen them 
me must call both mothers P see the ldvely things, 
and won’t they be pleased ! 

She undid one thing after another for the bride-a 
psetty dask-sed dress and a nice dark-blue relieved 
with a narrow red cord, two white under-garments, 
green boots with paste buckles, a crown of red Turkey 
twill, two veils, soap, comb, antimony, four silver 
earrings, and four finger-rings, a bag of rice, and a 
bowl nf oil. Then she opened another bundle, con- 
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Malbibi. 

I askeg U Well, and how niuch will it cost? ” Malbibi 
said, “ O h  ! 1;t her go now, and we will think about 
money after. 1 Itnew by her manner she was 
pleased, and would help. So I said to her when the 
woman had left, Malbibi, why did you speak SO sharp, 
telling the woman to go before me had quite settled 
the matter ’! ” 8110 said, “ You are giving the things ; 
the price is nothing to do with her-you leave that to 
me. It is her 
first ; she knows nothing about it.” Then she said, 
“Miss, I wili have everything ready and beautiful i; 
three weeks. 
“ Oh ! ” she said, “I ,,will get everything ready &first, 
and then you can pay. I said : ‘(No, that is not our 
English custom; we like to have some idea first, or 
you may spend niuch more thin I ani able to p y  

Have I not married niy own girls? 

“ But,” I said, “the cost, Malbihi ? 

tiiining a . dress 
for the mother, 
veil and crown, 
and the same for 
the two little 
s i s t e r s ,  o n l y  
worked caps, not 
the crown, as the 
crown-is only for 
married women. 
For the little 
brother there was 
a cap and suit. I 
was more than 
pleased with the 
things, but I said, 
“Yousee, Malbibi, 
I had no idea of 
giving t o  t h e  
whole family; I 
rea l ly  c a n n o t  
afford so much.” 
She looked aston- 
ished, and said, 
“ Y o u  cannot  
marry a girl and 
let her mother, 
sisters, and bro- 
ther appearin rugs. 
rugs,rugs.” ‘.Well,J’ 
I said, ’‘tell me 
now the prices,” 
a n d 1  was aston- 
ished and ashamed 
of myself, when 
she put the grand 
total to me, to 

think how often I had spcnt more on one dress and 
yet I had felt so anxious about this matter. That 
evening Malbibi went, with the news to  the mothers to 
say the things were ready. I shall never forget the 
glad joy on,the face of Ghe girl’s mother. Had they 
cost ten times as much, thab calm, grateful smile 
would have more than repaid me. So on Friday last we 
had a very happy day. At midnight the bride was 
taken to her future home. Illay she be very happy ! 

Yours very sincerely, 
ELIZABETH NEWhZAN. 

__t__. 

Miss Cabanise, who is the PreRident of the Virginia 
State Association of Graduate Kurses, and was 
appointed by the Governor of the State to  serve on the 
Board of Examiners, has been elected its President. 
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